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ABSTRACT

The genus Dilkea Mast, can be separated easily from the other three genera of Passifloraceae from the west-

ern hemisphere. It has tetramerous flowers, versus pentamerous in Passiflora L. an androgynophore null to

shorter than the ovary, versus well developed longer than the ovary in Ancistrothyrsus Harms, and 1 style

with 4 branches 1/3 to 1/2 from base, versus 4 free styles in Mitostemma Mast. (Feuillet &MacDougal 2007).

An introduction to Dilkea and a key to the subgenera can be found in Feuillet (2009).

means “not present in the collections studies.” In the descriptions, morphology and measurements between

parentheses pertain to organs still growing.

A. Subgenus Dilkea

The species of Dilkea subg. Dilkea are sometimes low shrubs or treelets or mostly shrubs becoming lianas,

climbing with tendrils that are trifid at apex. If the tendrils do not find a support, they are early deciduous,

but otherwise become rigid and similar to twigs with respect to their diameter. The grabbing segment rolled

around the support is usually swollen. In contrast with species of subg. Epkia Feuillet, those of subg. Dilkea

have branches with internodes gradually increasing in length from the branching point, and their leaves are

more or less regularly spaced, although rarely two are sub-opposite.

Subgenus Dilkea includes all the species described previous to 2009, but (see Feuillet 2009) not D.

johannesii var. parvifolia Hoehne. Killip (1938) placed D. ulei Harms in the synonymy of D. johannesii Barb.

Rodr. and everybody since then agreed with him. Although he suggested the genus might be monotypic,

Killip kept four separate species— D. acuminata Mast, from Amazonas (Brazil), D. johannesii from Amazonas

and Pars (Brazil), D. retusa Mast, from Amazonas (Brazil) and Loreto (Peru), that he selected as the type of

the genus, and D. wallisii Mast, from Pari (Brazil, Loreto (Peru), and Amazonas (Venezuela) - and added

one of his own, D. parviflora Killip from Loreto (Peru). Since then, the taxonomic history of Dilkea has been

a series of various regroupings and a couple of new species. In 1968, D. magnifica Steyerm. was described.

Holm-Nielsen et al. (1988) recognized D. johannesii, D. parviflora, and D. retusa (including D. acuminata, D.

magnifica, and D. wallisii). In 1991, Cervi described D. margaritae from Mato Grosso (Brazil) and compared

it to D. acuminata and D. johannesii. Tillett (2003) recognized as good species D. acuminata (including D.

johannesii var. parvifolia, D. magnifica, and D. parviflora), and D. retusa differing by flower aestivation, but did
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Fig 1 Dilkea darkei A Stem with leaves and tendrils; B. Stem with leaves and a fruit; C. Nodes showing the base of a branch and numerous bud scales;

D. Fruit; E. Fruit open showing one of the seeds in the aril sac; F. Seed with only the base of the aril sac. A from H.D. Oarke 1848 (US); B-F from type H.D.

Oarke 2987 (B, E-F: US; C-D: MO).







Fk. 3. Dilkea exilis, paratype de Granville 1252 (CAY)



Feuillet, Newspecies of Dilkea from the Guianas

Distribution. —Dilkea exilis is known from northern and western Amazonia from the Oyapock River,

the border between French Guiana and AmapS(Brazil), to Para and Amazonas (Brazil).

Dilkea exilis can be recognized easily from other species of subg. Epkia by the combination of the fol-

lowing characters. Its leaves have petioles up to 3 cm long with a short pulvinus and blades with a thin

Etymology.— The specific adjective exilis, meaning thin in Latin, refers to the leaf blades of that species
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KEY TO THE SPECIES OF DILKEA I

itinuous, leaves scattered along the branches
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. Leaf blades membranous or chartaceous^

. Leaf blades coriaceous.
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